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Seeing your fellow students leaving for Holiday, can be a sad day.  That’s why it’s of utmost importance to have a 
stimulating Holiday Programme for the children staying behind at Elkana Childcare.   

We also strive to make it full of fun and homely. 
 

Volume 2, March 2016 

 

They say you WILL get use to it, but how? 

We sadly waved good bye to 15 children by the end of last year. 

Its not that easy, but for the mother hens at Elkana Childcare it’s a bitter-sweet day, knowing their little chicks had the 
best of care at Elkana Childcare and are going to a more permanent home. Now they are waiting for the new ones.  

How often do we forget the word Thank You?   

It is one of the first words that our family and teachers teach us. The children of Elkana want to THANK everyone that  
made it possible for us to enjoy so many things during the December 2015 holidays such as: 

*Beach:  Langebaan, Melkbos Picnic, *Waterfront:  Boat Ride, *Grand West:  Cinema, Ice Skating and Games, *Tour of Cape Town 
on City Hopper, *Swimming Pool, *Movie & Popcorn Evening, *New Years braai, *Christmas Lunch, *Hip hop dancing, * Mc Donalds 

and a lot more activities.  

How exciting! The start of a new school year and lots of new things: text books, stationery, 
schoolbags and school clothes.  Everyone is looking their best and ready for the first school day.  
Some are scared of the new school and new grade, especially the students going to GR1 and 8.   
Here is a little back to school prayer, written by Courtney: 

 “Dear Lord, use my eyes to see new friends. 
             Open my ears to hear my teacher. 

Open my mind to learn new things. 
   Let my heart remember that YOU are near when I’m afraid. 

               Help me to love others like YOU do. 
               I want to shine your light so bright in my school.” 

            Amen 

“ If there ever comes a day when we can’t be together, keep me in you heart, I’ll 
stay there forever.” 
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Visit to After School Care students home 
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Being a volunteer at Elkana Childcare 

“September 2015 I went to my new work place Elkana Childcare.  I was excited be-
cause I didn't know what to expect. Elkana is a flat building, painted a soft orange and 
the people were very friendly. 

I am working at Elkana for six months and are still learning a lot.  At the beginning it 
was very difficult to build a relationship with the children, because of the language bar-
rier.  Both sides tried to communicate but after a few weeks we came closer to one an-
other and the atmosphere became more relaxed.  Then I wanted to keep the children 
busy with games that we are use to in Germany but that wasn’t that easy.  I realized 
that the interests aren't the same so I learned from the children several “smack-/jump 
games”.  

The biggest problem for me wasn't the occupation of them but to tackle their cruel 
fates.  These children are so kind, energetic, clever and full of the joys of life so that 
they helped me to handle them better.  As a result of this experience I became aware 
of that sheltered upbringing we can have in Germany.  

I learned a lot of things about myself and my opinions.  I got new impulses and different perspectives of cer-
tain things. I also learned from the South African people to be more relaxed in regard of time and to be more 
spontaneous. I hope I’m able to continue with that in Germany…”  Mariam Nimmesgern 

Department Social Development 
We were honored to be visited by the Facility Management and Quality Monitoring Director, Mrs Leana Goosen and 
her team on 6 November 2015.  Valuable and helpful information sharing took place, especially the advice and 
interventions from Leana and her team in response to a certain crisis situation experienced at that time.  

 

Kinderfonds MAMAS 

This was a very exciting day for everyone at Elkana.  Frits Strietman and Sylvia Luneta visited Elkana all the way 
from the Netherlands.  They did home visits at one of our children in our Temporary Safe Cares’ home and at one of 
the After School Care students home. 

Elkana Childcare has been in partnership with Kinderfonds MAMAS for the past 6 years. They have assisted finan-
cially and in many other meaningful ways. 

Visit to Temporary Safe Care child's home 

Please visit our website for our contact information www.elkanachildcare.co.za 


